
Hangman
Equipment
	 •	Paper
	 •	Pen	or	pencil

How to Play
First,	one	person	is	chose	to	be	the	‘host’	
or	the	person	who	chooses	the	word	the	
other	player	guesses.	

Next,	the	‘host’	draws	a	blank	line	for	every	letter	of	their	chosen	
word.	For	example,	if	the	‘host’	chose	the	word	CAT,	they’d	write	
three	blank	lines	(_	_	_)

Then	the	players	guess	letters	that	could	be	included	in	the	word.	
If	they	guess	correctly,	the	letter	is	written	on	the	appropriate	lines,	
meaning	that	if	all	letters	are	guessed	correctly	the	word	is	spelt	out.	
For	example,	if	the	‘host’	chose	the	word	CAT	and	the	player	guessed	
the	letter	A,	they’d	put	the	letter	A	on	the	middle	blank	(_	A	_).	If	
there	are	multiples	of	the	same	letter	in	the	word,	fill	out	all	letters.	For	
example,	if	the	‘host’	chose	the	word	GOOD	and	the	player	guessed	
O,	both	Os	would	be	filled	out	(_	O	O	_)

If	they	guessed	incorrectly,	the	letter	of	the	alphabet	they	guessed	is	
crossed	off	a	list	and	the	‘host’	draws	the	first	part	of	the	hanged-man.	

To draw the Hangman:
First	draw	the	cross	beam	which	looks	like	an	upside	down	‘L’
Second,	draw	a	short	vertical	line	off	the	end	of	the	top	line	for	your	
‘noose’.
Third,	draw	a	circle	for	the	head.
Finally,	draw	each	individual	body	part,	i.e.	arms	and	legs.	For	
younger	players,	a	face	can	be	added	with	the	eyes	and	mouth	
added	individually.

To	win	the	game,	the	player	must	either	guess	the	word	or	all	the	
letters	in	the	word	before	the	hangman	is	fully	drawn.
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